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Genetic Epidemiology Research Alliance (GERA) Funding Applications: Seed Projects
Round 2 2026
Seed project funding details: 
· GERA seed funding is intended to support early-stage projects, pilot studies, or innovative ideas. Something to kick-start research that has the potential to grow into a larger project.
· $40,000 per project, which needs to be completed within 12 months of award
· [bookmark: _Hlk180055063]Availability: 2* 
*Pending the determination of the Executive Committee based on the quality and number of applications received each round.
· Eligibility: A GERA CRE CI must be the project lead or the primary supervisor of the lead. 
· All projects must align with the GERA CRE aims:
· Develop, teach and apply advanced analytic methods to big and complex datasets to generate new knowledge on disease causes and risk predictions.
· Transfer research insights and outcomes into practice and decision-making via working with stakeholders such as researchers, clinicians, governments, policy makers.
· Build a new generation of up-skilled early- and mid-career research leaders with opportunities for training, mentorship, career development, leadership, and international collaborations.
· Eligible expenditure: Direct research costs that satisfy the principles and requirements outlined in the NHMRC Direct Research Costs Guidelines, excluding the salary for the CRE CIs.
· Assessment criteria:
· Project quality 40%
· Significance and future potential 35%
· Project feasibility and capability 25%
· Successful applicants are required to present their projects to GERA investigators and complete annual reports as requested. 

	Applications open: 
	20th July 2026

	Applications close: 
	7th August 2026

	Submitting your application
	Please email your completed PDF application to: 
gera-info@unimelb.edu.au 




RESEARCH PROPOSAL
(expand text boxes as required) 

Project Description 

1. Project Title  
	



2. Aims and Objectives (1-3 sentences)
	



3. Project Proposal
Provide a detailed description of the proposal (max 500 words, + references as appropriate) 
	



4. Significance 
Explain the significance and innovation of the project. What is the likelihood it will lead to a larger project that could then lead to changes in policy or practice? (max 300 words, + references as appropriate)
	



5. Training and Career Development
Detail how this project will provide training and career development, if any (max 200 words)
	



Project team
6. Project lead
	Name and title
	

	Appointment
	

	Department & Institution
	

	Email Address
	

	CRE Chief Investigator supervisor (if applicable)
	



7. Other project personnel
	 
	Full name 
	Appointment
	Department & Institution

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	



8. Describe the research team's capability and project feasibility (max 300 words)
	




Budget 

9. Budget needed from CRE
Describe the funding requirements requested from this funding scheme, including justifications (i.e. salary and FTE)
	




10. Leverage of Funds
Will the outcomes of this project support an application for further funding (for example, NHMRC, MRFF or ARC grant)?  ☐ Yes     ☐ No (If yes, please specify)
	




If appliable, describe and provide evidence for co-funding arrangements that will be used to boost the funding provided by the CRE (Preference will be given to projects with co-funding)
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